
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acton Food Pantry and 
Clothing Closet: 

When: 
Every Wednesday 
10:00am-7:00pm 
Where: 
St. Matthew's United 

Methodist Church 
435 Central Street 
West Acton 01720 
Phone: 
978-635-9295 
 
The Supper: 
When: 
Every Wednesday 
5:15 pm – 6:15 pm 
Where: 
Acton Congregational 
Church 
12 Concord Road 
Acton 01720 

        Board Members : 
 
Chairperson:  Kathy Casaletto 
 
Vice Chairperson:  Ann Decker 
 
Treasurer:  Nancy Dinkel 
 
Asst. Treasurer:  Sue Smith 
 
Secretary:  Donna Bottari  
 
Supper Directors:  Joy Agule, 

Maxine Bussell, Nicole Burkel 
 
Pantry Director:  Kathy Casaletto 
 
Volunteer Coordinator: 
      Jo Goldman 
 
Members at Large: 
      Richard Porter 
      Steve Rubner 
      Ellie Hertzberg 
       Lynn Horsky 
 

February 2007                                                                                                            April 2010 
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� �Visit our website at:  

www.actoncommunitysupper.org  

 
Community Supper and Food Pantry, Inc. has expanded its operation as well as its 
name. For 25 years Community Supper, Inc. has been helping families cope with 
food insecurity. During that time, two separate programs, both vital parts of the same 
organization, shared this responsibility. Often referred to as the Acton Food Pantry, 
our Pantry distributes groceries each week to those in need who reside in Acton and 
its contiguous towns. The Supper, for years served at the Acton Congregational 
Church, provides a hot, nutritious meal to our guests who arrived each Wednesday.  
 
Over the past two years, the Pantry numbers have doubled. This growth compelled 
the organization to make changes that allowed us to meet that need. To 
accommodate the larger volume of food necessary, we invested in appropriate 
equipment: first, we bought a truck to allow for larger loads of food from the Greater 
Boston Food Bank; then, a commercial refrigerator to stock with dairy products; and, 
just recently, a walk-in freezer to hold meat and other frozen foods. These 
expenditures caused us to reallocate funds in our budget to try to hold down costs. 
  
As a result of those reallocations, we applied for recognition as an Emergency 
Kitchen through the GBFB which allowed us to acquire federal and state funded food 
for our Supper. More efficiently utilizing the GBFB for our Pantry distribution allowed 
us to save money while serving additional food of better quality so we have good 
reason to expect that same result for our Supper program. 
 
This expansion is expressed in a number of other ways: rising client registrations at 
the pantry; more guests served at the Supper; additional volunteers in our work 
crews; more food deliveries. All of that has resulted in the need for more autonomy in 
our operation. Community Supper and Food Pantry, Inc. will be moving to a new 
space in the Boxborough Office Park. Though our Supper will remain at the Acton 
Congregational Church, thanks to the church’s generosity, our Pantry and the office 
for our organization will be located at 235 Summer Road in Boxborough. 
 
Expansion and change are good and necessary; they allow for the growth to 
maintain the vibrancy and initiative required to meet the challenge of the growing 
need in our community. Please help us fulfill our mission to provide hunger relief to 
our neighbors through your continued support?   
 
Thank you for your commitment to alleviating the stress of food insecurity. 
 
Kathy Casaletto 
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The success of a volunteer program can be 
measured by its longevity, the enthusiasm of its 
volunteers, and the compliments of those benefitting 
by the effort. Using those criteria, the Supper 
program run by Joan Appleton must be the standard 
to measure all other successes. Under her direction, 
our Supper guests were welcomed each week and 
served a hot meal complete with appetizers and 
dessert in a seamlessly run format that became a 
comforting ritual. 
 
Running a weekly program manned totally by a 
volunteer crew is a unique challenge. Volunteers are 
generous by nature and have made time in their 
busy lives to help in a particular way. It is 
understandable that on occasion “life” interferes with 
their best intentions and they cannot keep to that 
schedule. Joan built an operation that accounts for 
those circumstances and can fall back on the 
commitment of a volunteer base that allows the 
Supper to go on without any indication of the effort it 
may have taken.  
 
That “can do” commitment of the Supper volunteers 
can be traced directly to Joan’s own dedication to 
her mission. In several discussions over the years 
around the direction our organization might take, 
Joan has said proudly, “I am a volunteer.” That 
simple statement belies the work ethic those words 
entail. The commitment of the Supper volunteers is a 
reflection of Joan’s interpretation of that role; her 
behavior lends dignity to the idea of donating time 
and talent. She inspires others to make their 
commitment to the Supper and its guests greater 
than might be expected. 
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The primary mission of the Supper is to provide a 
nutritious meal to those who need it. Joan easily 
accomplished that goal. However, an equal benefit to 
the Supper guests is the gracious setting provided at the 
Supper. Guests have the opportunity to greet old friends 
or meet new ones whether they are other guests or the 
volunteers who serve them. This is the safe, inclusive 
setting that Supper guests appreciate and that Joan 
created. 
 
Joan’s 25 year volunteer commitment is extraordinary in 
itself; in addition, as a result of her hard work and 
planning, she leaves behind a legacy that will prosper 
and thrive. The community will continue to benefit from 
the Supper and the Board of Directors of Community 
Supper and Food Pantry wish to recognize and thank 
her for that accomplishment. 
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We are happy to announce that we have three 
volunteers who have stepped into the role of 
Supper Directors. Please welcome Joy Agule, 
Maxine Bussell, and Nicole Burkel. They began 
in March and the Supper continued without 
skipping a beat following in Joan's tradition. 
Thank you, Ladies!!  
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Pantry Statistics  
 

Weekly Client Average For January: 
   2006       2007       2008       2009       2010 
    101         125         118         194         213 

 
 

Total Number of Individual Households 
Registered Yearly 

(year runs March to March) 
   2006       2007       2008       2009       2010 
    262         309         455         518         552 

 
Though Community Supper's Acton Food pantry is moving to Boxborough, it is only the location that will change, Our 
name stays the same and so do the communities we serve, our hours of operation, our phone number, AND the friendly 
service! Please note that our Clothes Closet has moved from the Supper to the Pantry. 
 
Only a few small renovations were needed to make the new space perfect for Pantry use. It is the addition of one 
LARGE piece of equipment that will make a big difference to our volunteers and our clients; we are installing a walk-in 
freezer that will triple storage capacity for frozen food and allow it to be stored in its packing cases, eliminating the need 
to open and stow each individual package of meat. Our next Newsletter will have more photos and information about our 
new Pantry. 
 
It is evident from the Pantry statistics (shown in the box above) that more families are experiencing hunger insecurity 
and turning to our Pantry for help. In order to meet that need, Community Supper and Food Pantry has reallocated 
money within its budget to allow for changes in our operations that will accommodate the new demand. Our organization 
is doing its best to spend wisely. Please support our effort to provide hunger relief to our neighbors by donating food and 
providing funds. 
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Food Pantry Wish List 

 
We gratefully accept all donations.  

 
At this time we are most in need of:  

 
spaghetti sauce, 100% fruit juice, tuna & all 

canned fish, mac & cheese, toilet paper, 
 baby food & diapers 

 
The pantry does not distribute outdated items;  

 Please check expiration dates.  
 

Donation boxes are located at Roche Bros., 
Donelan’s, the main Acton Post Office, and the 

Middlesex Bank in Acton, West Acton, 
Boxborough, and Littleton 

Or drop at the Pantry on any Wednesday.  
 

 
Volunteers Needed  

 
Our Supper is in need of volunteers for 
their Clean-up Crews. Consider 
volunteering for one Wednesday a 
month. Visit our website and email our 
Volunteer Coordinator or call 978-635-
9295 and leave a message and Jo 
Goldman will get back to you. Thank you! 

 
Donate Online 

 
Please visit our website soon and often at 
www.commnitysupper.org. Paypal is up 
and running to make it easier than ever to 
donate. 
 

 
Food Drives  

 
Summer is fast approaching. July and 
August are our slowest months for food 
donations. Please consider organizing a 
food drive before your summer vacation. 
Last summer our client numbers rose 
each month nearly depleting our shelves. 
Help us stock up now! 

Supper  
May Menu 

 
 May 5th 

Cinco de Mayo 
 

      Layered Mexican Lasagna, Red Beans and Rice, 
    Green salad with peppers and black olives, roll s 

Soup and Dessert 
 

May 12th 

 
Women’s Club will prepare the Dinner! 

 
May 19th 

 
Shepard’s Pie topped with Mashed Potatoes 

Crispy Garden Salad, rolls 
Soup and Dessert 

 
May 26th 

 
Roasted Chicken Thighs served with 

Baked Potatoes and Sour Cream, Steamed Carrots 
Salad of Mixed Greens 

Soup and Dessert 
 
 

The Supper is served each Wednesday evening at the 
Acton Congregational Church 
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Our Truck Is Looking Good! 

 
Have you seen out truck around town? It is easy to spot ever since it was decked out with our new name and 
logo! In our last Newsletter we asked for contributions to help defray the cost of the signage for our newly 
purchased truck. The response was exactly what we needed to design and display our logo on both side panels 
and the back of our truck. Below is a view but please drive by the Pantry and take a closer look.  
 
Thank you to the generous donors that made this possible: 
 
Dottie Annis, Betty Craig, Betty McKee, Kathy Casaletto, Smith Family, Bottari Family, Ryan Family, 
Greenstein Family, Ann & Ed Hopke, In Memory of Amy Sara Naparstek 
 
 

 

New Additions to the  
Board of Directors 

 
In response to our expanding operations, we are happy and very grateful to announce that four new 
volunteers have been elected to our Board of Directors.  
 
Joy Agule, Nicole Burkel, and Maxine Bussell are sharing the old and new responsibilities of Supper 
Director. They will plan the menus, order from the Greater Boston Food Bank, oversee the volunteer 
crew, and coordinate the Supper operation. They are quick and eager to help, full of great ideas, and 
intent on following Joan’s example of making our guests feel at home. 
 
Jo Goldman has agreed to fill a Board position that has been empty for many years. Jo will be our 
new Volunteer Coordinator for the Supper and the Pantry. She will be the first contact for those 
generous people interested in volunteering, will fill openings in both of our operations, and also 
create and maintain a substitute list. She is smart, friendly and very organized; a perfect fit for this 
job. Please visit our website at www.actoncommunitysupper.org and click on Volunteer and email Jo.  
 
The last two years have been ones of continued growth which made more obvious the need to 
recruit some more leadership. Welcome and thank you for stepping in to fill these voids in our 
organization.    
 



 

 

Acton Community 
Supper 

www.actoncommunitysupper.org 

P. O. Box 2098 
Acton, MA 01720 

 
PHONE: 

(978) 635-9295 
 

Food Pantry: 
St. Matthew's Church 

435 Central St. 
Acton, MA 01720 

 
Supper: 

Acton Congregational 
Church 

12 Concord Road 
Acton, MA 01720 

 
 

 

Enclosed is my donation to Community Supper and Food Pantry, Inc.  

 

__$100  __$50  __$25  __$10  __Other 

   Name________________________________ 

   Street________________________________ 

   Town/St_____________________Zip_______ 

  Please include matching gift form if available. Thank you. 

  

 Make checks payable to: Community Supper, Inc.  

    Mail to:                                      P.O. Box 2098  

                                                     Acton, MA   01720  

Your Contribution 
Does Make a Difference 
Thank You for Your Help  

ACTON COMMUNITY 
SUPPER 

P. O. Box 2098 
Acton, MA 01720 


